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Cristiano Ronaldo’s decision to remove two Coca-Cola bottles from view at a press
conference, and dent the value of the fizzy drink maker’s sponsorship of the European
Championship, has highlighted the risks brands face associating with sports stars made
powerful by the social media era.

The Portugal captain, a renowned health fanatic who

eschews carbonated drinks and alcohol, underlined his point by holding a bottle of

water while saying “agua”, Portuguese and Spanish for water. The water brand in
guestion happened to be owned by Coca-Cola too, but the damage — by a major sports star
with 550 million social media followers — was done.

“It's obviously a big moment for

any brand when the world’s most followed footballer on social media does something like
that,” says Tim Crow, a sports marketing consultant who advised Coca-Cola on football
sponsorship for two decades. “Coke pays tens of millions to be a Uefa sponsor and as
part of that there are contractual obligations for federations and teams, including

taking part in press conferences with logos and products. But there are always

risks.”

Major brands have never been able to control the actions of their star

signings. Nike decided, stoically, to stand by Tiger Woods as the golfing prodigy lost
sponsors including Gillette and Gatorade after a 2009 sex scandal. However, Ronaldo’s
public snub signifies a different kind of threat to the once cosy commercial balance of
power between stars and brands, one born of the social media era.

“Ronaldo is right at

the top of social media earners,” says PR expert Mark Borkowski. “It is about the rise

of the personal brand, the personal channel, it gives so much bloody power. That's what
has allowed Ronaldo to make a point [about a healthy lifestyle].”

Now 36, the world’'s

most famous footballer has built an empire that has seen him make more thanR$1bn
(E720m) in football salaries, bonuses and commercial activities such as sponsorships.
What is crucial is the global platform social media has given him — half a billion

followers on Instagram, Twitter and Facebook — which has freed him from following the
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commercial rules of clubs, tournaments and their sponsors. He is the highest earner on
Instagram, commandingR$1m per paid post, and with more thanR$40m in income from the
social media platform annually he makes more than his salary at Juventus.

“People are

saying this is about athlete activism and there is some truth to that,” says Crow.
“Athletes are taking a more activist view, we are seeing that, most recently in press
conferences. And we will see it again.”

On Tuesday, the France midfielder Paul Pogba, a

practising Muslim, removed a bottle of Euro 2024 sponsor Heineken’s non-alcoholic 0.0
brand from the press conference table when he sat down to speak to the media after his
team’s 1-0 win over Germany. Three years ago, he was one of a group of Manchester
United stars who boycotted a contractual event for sponsors to protest at the club’s
poor travel arrangements that had affected Champions League games.

Crow says the most

important example of athlete activism came last month when Naomi Osaka, the No 2-ranked
female tennis player, pulled out of the French Open after being finedR$15,000 and
threatened with expulsion by organisers for saying she would skip contractual media
obligations because of the effect on her mental health.

Osaka, who has more than 4

million social media followers, used Twitter to explain her “huge waves of anxiety” and
the “outdated rules” governing players and media conferences, and announce she was
pulling out of Roland Garros.

“Activism is now on every sponsor’s radar,” says Crow,

who believes Ronaldo’s move could mark the beginning of the end of product
placement-laden press conferences.

“My view is that for a long time now having

sponsors’ products on the table in front of athletes in press conferences looks

outdated and inauthentic and it's time to retire it,” he says. “This incident

highlights that fact. Many of my sponsor clients have mentioned this in the past,
particularly those targeting younger consumers. It's not as if sponsors don’t have
enough branding throughout tournaments and events anyway.”
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Registo e Autenticacao

Para comecar a utilizar o Sportingbet, € necessario criar uma conta de utilizador registando-se no
site e fornecendo as informacdes pessoais necessarias. Depoisde um registo ser concluido com
sucesso ja foi enviado 1e -mail para verificacdo que do endereco De E s fornecido esta ele ndo
permite verificara contas ou completar este processo em ganhar bonus sportingbet registado! A
autenticacdo por dois fatores faz opcional mas sera recomendadapara numa maior seguranca da
Conta:

Depdésitos e Aposta

Depois de o registo estar concluido e a conta ter sido verificada, € possivel depositar fundos na
contas utilizando uma variedadede métodos para pagamento seguros. como cartdes- credito ou
portefdlios eletrénicoS and transferénciaes bancaria ). Com fundo em ganhar bonus sportingbet
Conta também os utilizadores podem navegam pelos diferentes mercados desportivois ao
escolher dos eventos Em que desejaram apostaar! Sportingbet oferece um ampla diversidade
com opcOes da caca: desde arriscaas simples até a combinacdes mais complexas - incluindo
sistemas E

apostas de

Jim "Mattress Mack" Mclngvale é conhecido nos EUA por suas montantes apostas em ganhar



bonus sportingbet jogos esportivos. Seu maior triunfo aconteceu em ganhar bonus sportingbet
outubro de 2024, quando ele ganhou mais de R$ 375 milhfées (US$ 75 milhdes) apds os Astros
de Houston vencerem a World Series de beisebol.

Mclngvale é o proprietario de duas lojas de materiais de cama em ganhar bonus sportingbet
Houston e é um apostador esportivo em ganhar bonus sportingbet tempo integral. Para esse
grande evento esportivo, ele colocou cerca de R$ 52 milhdes (US$ 10 milhdes) em ganhar bonus
sportingbet apostas nos Astros, conquistando um recorde historico.

Este prémio tem sido considerado o maior pagamento na histéria das apostas esportivas.
Claramente, eu vou repassar isso para meus clientes. Quer dizer, aproximadamente R$ 20
milhdes vao voltar para agueles que estiverem com cupons de compra nosso durante 0s
proximos dias.
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E um movimento que tomou a Rissia — e 0 mundo - de surpresa. Nos Ultimos meses, havia
crescido ganhar bonus sportingbet sensacao crescente da guerra russa com Ucrania ter chegado
ao impasse ou pior ainda: uma polegada por centimetro na qual lentamente se perdia terreno
para ela;

Na semana passada, veio a noticia inesperada de que Ucrania tinha langcado uma incursao
surpresa através da fronteira levemente defendida para Russia. levando cidades e aldeias ao
longo do caminho dias depois o presidente ucraniano Volodymyr Zelenskiy confirmou um ataque
histérico estava ocorrendo

Dan Sabbagh,

O editor de defesa e seguranca do Guardian, esta na regido da Sumy Ucrania. Ele explica que
enguanto as tropas ucranianas capturaram apenas dezenas dos quildmetros ganhar bonus
sportingbet terra firme Kyiv espera poder ser um ponto decisivo para a guerra bélica

Hannah Moore

Como Zelenskiy espera que a incursao possa forcar Russia para mover algumas de suas tropas
da frente oriental, onde os ucranianos estao perdendo terreno. Para combater o Kursk invasao
Sabbagh acrescenta Que aparentemente facil ataque poderia fornecer um impulso psicoldgico
muito necessario a batalha-macacado Ucrania
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Apoio The Guardian

O Guardian é editorialmente independente. E queremos manter o nosso jornalismo aberto e
acessivel a todos, mas precisamos cada vez mais dos nossos leitores para financiarmos os
trabalhos que desenvolvemos

Apoio The Guardian
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