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Former FIFA president Sepp Blatter and former UEFA president Michel Platini were both
cleared of corruption charges by a Swiss court on Friday.

Blatter, who led FIFA for 17

years, was cleared of fraud by the Federal Criminal Court in the southern city of
Bellinzona.

Platini, a former France national team captain and manager, was also

acquitted of fraud.

The two, once among the most powerful figures in world football,

had denied the charges against them.

Prosecutors had accused Blatter, a Swiss who led

FIFA for 17 years, and Platini of unlawfully arranging for FIFA to pay the Frenchman
two million Swiss francs (£1.7m) in 2011.

Image: Blatter was accused of helping to

arrange a two-million Swiss franc payment to Platini

The case meant Blatter ended his

reign as FIFA president in disgrace and it wrecked Platini's hopes of succeeding him
after he was banned from football when the affair came to light.

Blatter had said the

payment followed a "gentlemen's agreement” between the pair when he asked Platini to be
his technical advisor in 1998.

Platini worked as a consultant between 1998 and 2002

with an annual salary of 300,000 Swiss francs (£257,000) - the most FIFA could afford
because of money troubles the organisation had at the time, Blatter had told the

court.

The rest of Platini's one-million per year salary (E857,000) was to be settled

at a later date, Blatter said.

Motives for the payment were unclear, although the two

men met in 2010 and discussed the upcoming elections for the FIFA presidency in
2011.

Image: Platini said he had been acquitted after "seven years of lies and

manipulation”

When Blatter approved the payment he was campaigning for re-election

against Mohamed bin Hammam of Qatar. Platini, then president of UEFA, was seen as
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having sway with European members who could influence the vote.

The payment emerged

following a huge investigation launched by the US Department of Justice into bribery,
fraud and money-laundering at FIFA in 2024, which triggered Blatter's resignation.
Both

officials were banned from football for eight years in 2024 over the payment, although
their bans were later reduced.

Platini, who also lost his job as UEFA president

following the ban, said the affair was a deliberate attempt to thwart his attempt to
become FIFA president in 2024.

Platini's former general secretary at UEFA, Gianni

Infantino, entered the FIFA race and won the election in 2024.

Speaking following the

verdict, Platini said: "I want to express my happiness for all my loved ones that
justice has finally been done after seven years of lies and manipulation.”

He added:

"My fight is a fight against injustice. | won a first game.

"In this case, there are

culprits who did not appear during this trial. Let them count on me, we will meet
again. Because | will not give up and | will go all the way in my quest for

truth.

"Believe me, going from being a legend of world soccer to a devil is very

difficult, especially when it comes to you in a totally unfair way."

A statement from

the Swiss Attorney General's Office in response to the verdict said:

"The Office of the

Attorney General of Switzerland (OAG) has taken note of the decision of the Criminal
Chamber of the Federal Criminal Court. Once the Court has issued the written reasoning
of its decision, the OAG will decide about how to further proceed.”
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We recommend using the FICA Self-Service Website, accessible through this link. On the website,
locate the Upload FICA link in the right sidebar. Other methods include emailing documents to
fica@hollywoodbets or sending them via Facebook or WhatsApp (0660385017).
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To calculate FICA tax contribution for an employee, multiply their gross pay by the Social Security
and Medicare tax rates. For example, if an employee's taxable wages areR$700 for the week,
their social security contribution would be:R$700.00 x 6.2% =R$43.40.
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Palmeiras empata com o Cruzeiro no Mineirdo e confirma a titulo de campeéo brasileiro Com este
resultado, do cruzeiro conquistou uma vaga na Sul-Americana E O Palestra confirmou um
campeonato nacionalde 2023 celeste and/verde empataram por 1 A 1. Em num jogo
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movimentado Na noite desta quarta—feira (06),noMineirinho. pela 38a da ultima rodada pelo
Campeonato Brasileiro! Nikdo marcou para as Raposa enquanto Endrick empatou Para os
Verdao).Com esse placar queo Cruz chegou aos 46 pontos; assegurou a 14e posicao
conquistando essa

vaga na proxima edicdo da Copa Sul-Americana. Ja o Palmeiras chegou aos 70 pontos e
conquistou seu 120 caneco do Campeonato Brasileiro! O JOGO! A primeiro tempo comecgou
equilibrado, com poucas chances claras de gols para ambos os lados; Mas até Aos 21 em
falhade Lucas Silva no dominio a bola que Endrick ndo perdoou Na entradada areae marcou um
seus 11° gol neste campeonato”. Com esse desenrolar dos jogo a vantagem No placar foi este
Cruzeiro deu a massaparalo cruzeiro ( E),A partir De entdo: as Raposa teve suas principais
chances de gol da etapa, esbarrando em Weverton. E evidenciando o problema do time celeste
na temporada: a ineficiéncia no ataque! No segundo tempo a retdnica permaneceu uma mesma
ao fim que fase inicial;0 Cruzeiro com A bola... Mas também dessa vez- sem oferecer perigo".
Aos poucos até O Palmeiras comecou por ditar um ritmo a partida

vitéria do Palmeiras, mas. em uma boa jogada individual de Matheus Pereira e 0 camisa 96
entortou a marcacao que achou Nikéo na entrada da area; O manto 10 acertou um belo chute no
canto por Weverton - neste ndo pode ter sidoa ultima partida pelo jogador com a camisetado
Cruzeiro! +Os melhores contetdos No seu E-mail gratuitamente: Escolha afiliado vaidebet nossa
Newsletter favorita ao Terra Clique

aqui!
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